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this guide as among the compromises has become ready. knowledge. She lived all summer under the eaves of the Grove, having no more than a box to keep.of the Great
Bay of Havnor, a man stood up on the muddy sand: a man poorly dressed and poorly."I have no doubt of that, my lord," said Azver, "but I doubt she will go-"."I think you
feared him."."Then you'll be more than welcome. The plague is terrible among the cattle. And getting worse.".And they talked about that, all the wise women of the island:
what was the true art of magic, and.The hinny will bring me back."."It'll stop by midday," the wizard told the chickens. He fed them and squelched back to the house with
three warm eggs. When he was a child he had liked to walk in mud. He remembered enjoying the cool of it rising between his toes. He still like to go barefoot, but no longer
enjoyed mud; it was sticky stuff, and he disliked stooping to clean his feet before going into the house. When he'd had a dirt floor it hadn't mattered, but now he had a
wooden floor, like a lord or a merchant or an archmage. To keep the cold and damp out of his bones. Not his own notion. Silence had come up from Gont Port, last spring,
to lay a floor in the old house. They had had one of their arguments about it. He should have known better, after all this time, than to argue with Silence.."I know you
don't."."You changed yourself?".At..flex his aching wrists and work his lips that had been smashed against his teeth for hours. "The.possessing him body and soul, was
careless of the spells that bound Otter to his will. A bond is a.leave us the air-sea, the unknown, the utmost....above its eyes and below its ears. When he did so, it flicked its
long right ear. So when he.and the dragonlords. Maybe he was a teller or a singer? But no; the murrain, he had said..The Summoner lifted his noble, dark face and looked
across the room at the pale man, but did not."Even if you -".you vile sons of bitches!" to the whining, cowering dogs..moment before they fell back to earth as pebbles.
Diamond and Rose had worked out several such.perspiring a little..And yet Ember said to Medra, "We were our own undoing.".father said, "Diamond," diamond being in his
estimation the one thing more precious than gold..The witch still said nothing. They walked along in the darkness side by side. At last, in a placating, frightened voice, Rose
said, "It came so ...".He traveled far in the Archipelago, even out into the East Reach. He never went to the same town or island twice without years between, letting his trail
grow cold. Even so he began to be spoken of. The Child Taker, they called him, a dreaded sorcerer who carried children to his island in the icy north and there sucked their
blood. In villages on Way and Feikway they still tell children about the Child Taker, as an encouragement to distrust strangers..Early waved his hand. Hound sniffed,
nodded, and left..The heat of the day was beginning to lessen and the shadows of the Grove lay across the grass, though the Otter's House was still in sunlight.
Kurremkarmerruk sat on the bench with his back against the house wall, and Azver on the doorstep.."You have-" he said-"you have to go. Back." As he said "Back," his left
hand struck down on the air like a knife, and Ayeth fell backward against a chair, staring..Neither of them had been on Pody. It was a sleepy southern island with a pretty old
port town,.Deeds, lays, songs, and popular ballads are still composed as oral performances, mostly by professional singers. New works of any general interest are soon
written down as broadsheets or put in compilations..It's unsettling. For all our delight in the impermanent, the entrancing flicker of electronics, we.Long he lay, forgetful of
bright fame and brotherhood,."He was only a child, and the wizards of that household can't have been wise men, for they used little wisdom or gentleness with him. Maybe
they were afraid of him. They bound his hands and gagged his mouth to keep him from making spells. They locked him in a cellar room, a room of stone, until they thought
him tamed. Then they sent him away to live at the stables of the great farm, for he had a hand with animals, and was quieter when he was with the horses. But he quarreled
with a stable boy, and turned the poor lad into a lump of dung. When the wizards had got the stable boy back into his own shape, they tied up the child again, and gagged
his mouth, and put him on a ship for Roke. They thought maybe the Masters there could tame him.".to see truly can see him as he is, the lord of all substances. The root of
power lies in him. Do.are no gods, no cults, no formal worship of any kind. Ritual occurs only in traditional offerings.Roke Knoll, was founded deeper than all the islands.
The trees he had seen, which seemed sometimes.a pilot on the expedition to Fomalhaut. That's twenty-three light years away. We flew there and.having by both wizardry
and scholarship discovered Yevaud's true name under centuries of false."He knows that, sister," Mead told her. "Didn't he tell us he was a ship carpenter? But it's a.that had
come down from the Great Mage Ennas of Perregal. They were all word of mouth. They were."There are good men there," he said. "Great and wise the Archmage certainly
was. But he's gone. And the Masters . . . Some hold aloof, following arcane knowledge, seeking ever more patterns, ever more names, but using their knowledge for
nothing. Others hide their ambition under the grey cloak of wisdom. Roke is no longer where power is in Earthsea. That's the Court in Havnor, now. Roke lives on its great
past, defended by a thousand spells against the present day. And inside those spell-walls, what is there? Quarrelling ambitions, fear of anything new, fear of young men
who challenge the power of the old. And at the centre, nothing. An empty courtyard. The Archmage will never return.".So for a half-month or more of the hot days of
summer, Irian slept in the Otter's House, which was a peaceful one, and ate what the Master Patterner brought her in his basket - eggs, cheese, greens, fruit, smoked
mutton - and went with him every afternoon into the grove of high trees, where the paths seemed never to be quite where she remembered them, and often led on far
beyond what seemed the confines of the wood. They walked there in silence, and spoke seldom when they rested. The mage was a quiet man. Though there was a hint of
fierceness in him, he never showed it to her, and his presence was as easy as that of the trees and the rare birds and four-legged creatures of the Grove. As he had said,
he did not try to teach her. When she asked about the Grove, he told her that, with Roke Knoll, it had stood since Segoy made the islands of the world, and that all magic
was in the roots of the trees, and that they were mingled with the roots of all the forests that were or might yet be. "And sometimes the Grove is in this place," he said, "and
sometimes in another. But it is always."."Of course," Golden said, pleased with his son's caution. He had thought Diamond might leap at the.watched the shadows of the
leaves play across the ground. The oakmast was deep; though she had.Queen Heru, called the Eagle, inherited the throne from her father, Denggemal of the House
of.Archmage, here, in the Grove, as always. But not as always.."There is no king in Earthsea," the young man said, stern and righteous, "In my master's service,.Of them all
it was the Herbal, the healer, who was the first to move. He went up the path and.As old as Gont Island.".them, but the door's so strong that if the Doorkeeper shuts it no
spell could ever open it. And.trickle of blood came through..and the rowdy, foolish dogs, and all the work she did at home trying to keep Old Iria together and.The Patterner
never came to her much before noon, so she had the mornings free. She was used to.So it was. For the rest of his life, Medra kept the doors of the Great House on Roke.
The garden door that opened out upon the Knoll was long called Medra's Gate, even after much else had changed in that house as the centuries passed through it. And still
the ninth Master of Roke is the Doorkeeper..In a whisper the witch said, "Woman, be named. You are Irian.".had done..no mark of distinction but only a barrier to
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communication, to the simplest exchange of words,."I won't sail my boat across Havnor, dear love. I plan to go around it. By water." He could always make her laugh; he
was the only one who could. When he was away, she was quiet-voiced and even-tempered, having learned the uselessness of impatience in the work that must be done.
Sometimes she still scowled, sometimes she smiled, but she did not laugh. When she could, she went to the Grove alone, as she had always done. But in these years of
the building of the House and the founding of the school, she could go there seldom, and even then she might take a couple of students to learn with her the ways through
the forest and the patterns of the leaves; for she was the Patterner..Ayeth's stare grew more insolent as he watched Irioth stammer. He began to say something to San, but
Irioth spoke.."I'll ask them their name," Medra said. He smiled. "If they'll tell me, they can come in. And when they think they've learned everything, they can go out again. If
they can tell me my name.".A chill ran through her. The water ran cold. Gathering herself together, her limbs still soft and loose, she looked up and saw on the bank above
her the black figure of a man.."Now you," Diamond said to Rose, and she started to do what he had done, but the rock only.perfectly chaste, though he laughed at himself a
little for it..A wave of pedestrians caught me up; jostled, I moved forward
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