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phone each red-checked listing and ask for Bartholomew. A few hundred calls, no doubt. Some would involve long-distance charges, but he could afford the toll..Vanadium
was no ordinary cop, as he himself had said. In his obsession, convinced that Junior had murdered Naomi and impatient with the need to find evidence to prove it, what was
to stop the detective if he decided to deal out justice himself? What was to prevent him from walking up to the Suburban right now and shooting his suspect
pointblank?.While Angel continued her relentless interrogation of Paul Damascus, Tom joined her mother in front of the large window at the end of the room farthest from
the dinner table..Fortunately, he'd kept neither cash nor his checkbook in the suitcase. With Zedd intact, his losses were tolerable..To the growing pile of ruin, she added
one of Joey's cardigan sweaters, after popping loose one bone button and almost completely detaching a sewn-on patch pocket. A pair of knockabout khaki pants: quickly
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clip open the seat seam; cut the corner of' the wallet pocket, then rip it with both hands; snip loose some stitching and half detach the cuff on the left leg..They had a few
days for quiet celebration of this astonishing recovery of his sight, and in that time, she never tired of watching him read to her. He didn't think she even listened closely. It
was the fact of him made whole that lifted her spirits so high as they were now, not any writer's words nor any story ever written..Cold, wind-driven rain slashed through the
missing windows, and voices rose in the street as people ran toward the Pontiac-thunder in the distance-and on the air was the ozone scent of the storm and the more
subtle and more terrible odor of blood, but none of these hard details could make the moment seem real to Agnes, who, in her deepest nightmares, had never felt more like
a dreamer than she felt now..Jacob trusted no one but Agnes and Edom. He'd trusted Joey Lampion, too, after years of wary observance. Now Joey was dead, and his
corpse was in the embalming chamber of the Panglo Funeral Home..His breath was warm against her throat: "And I want to go back home to see some faces.".Last night,
in the superintendent's basement apartment, as they shared a bottle of wine, Sparky had told Vanadium numerous weird tales about Cain: The Night He Shot Off His Toe,
The Day He Was Saved from a Meditative Trance and Paralytic Bladder, The Day the Psychotic Girlfriend Brought a Vietnamese Potbellied Pig to His Apartment When He
Was Out and Fed It Laxatives and Penned It in His Bedroom ....into darkness, Celestina sat down to dinner with her mother and her father in the dining room of the
parsonage.."Honey," Angel said to her daughter, "show us that game you were just playing with Koko. Show us, honey. Come on. Show us. Show us.".Instinct, even
reason, told him that some connection existed between this person, this Bartholomew, and Celestina. The name had terrified Cain in a bad dream, the very night of the day
that he'd killed Naomi, and Vanadium therefore had incorporated it into his psychological-warfare strategy without knowing its significance to his suspect. As strongly as he
sensed the connection, he couldn't find the link. He lacked some crucial bit of information..Those who had just met her and those who were overly charmed by eccentricity
called her Seraphim, her name complete. Her teachers, neighbors, and casual acquaintances called her Sera. Those who knew her best and loved her the most
deeply--like her sister, Celestina called her Phimie..Because drugs foil all efforts at self-improvement, Junior had no use for the cocaine and acid. He didn't dare sell them to
recover his money; even five thousand dollars wasn't worth risking arrest. Instead, he gave the pharmaceuticals to a group of young boys playing basketball in a schoolyard,
and wished them a Merry Christmas. The twenty-fourth of December began with rain, but the storm moved south soon after dawn. Sunshine tinseled the city, and the
streets filled with last-minute holiday shoppers..We have inhabited both the actual and the imaginary realms for a long time. But we don't live in either place the way our
parents or ancestors did. Enchantment alters with age, and with the age..In the morning, at breakfast, from this calmer perspective, he looked back at his tantrum in the
middle of the night and wondered if he might be in psychological trouble. He decided not. In November and December, Junior studied arcane texts on the supernatural,
went through new women at a pace prodigious even for him, found three Bartholomews, and finished ten needlepoint pillows.."Oh, it certainly is! It certainly is enough! But
... I don't regret much, you know. But I do regret not being here to see why you and Angel have been brought together. I know it'll be something lovely, Barty. Something so
fine.".Darkrose and Diamond.The Benediction service had concluded, and the worshipers had departed. Gone, too, were the priest and the altar boys.."I'll teach her," Wally
said, moving past them to the apartment door, fishing a ring of keys out of his coat pocket..Putting an arm around Paul's shoulders, Dr. Salk walked with him along a street
lined with eucalyptuses and Torrey pines, to a nearby pocket park. They sat on a bench in the sunshine and watched duck waddle on the shore of a man-made pond..Fully
clothed, she lay atop the bedspread. She intended to listen to a little classical music before brushing her teeth...Quick introductions were made in the process of moving
from the porch to the foyer, and Agnes said, "Come on back to the kitchen, I'm baking pies."."We've mapped three routes to the top," Angel said, "and each offers different
challenges. Barty's eventually going to climb all of them, but he's starting with the hardest.".Cain turned the pistol on Barty, but when Tom charged, Cain swung toward him
once more. The round that he fired would have been a crippler, maybe a killer, except that Angel launched herself off the window seat behind Cain and gave him a hard
shove, spoiling his aim. The killer stumbled and then shimmered..One of the paramedics had stooped beside him to press a cool hand against the nape of his neck. Now
this man said urgently, "Kenny!.To the foot of the bed slouched the third and final Hackachak: twenty-four-year-old Kaitlin, Naomi's big sister. Kaitlin was the unfortunate
sister, having inherited her looks from her father and her personality equally from both parents. A peculiar coppery cast enlivened her brown eyes, and in a certain slant of
light, her angry glare could flash as red as blood..She was four years older than Phimie. They hadn't i;.mn a great deal of each other during the past three years, since
Celestina had come to San Francisco. Although distance and time, the press of her studies, and the busyness of daily life had not made her forget that she loved Phimie,
she had forgotten the purity and the power of love. Rediscovering it now, she was shaken so badly that she had to pull a chair to the side of the bed and sit down.."Toes,"
he repeated immediately in his sweet, piping voice. This was a new word for him.."Thirsty," Agnes rasped. Her voice was Sahara sand abrading anienct stone, the dry
whisper of a pharaoh's mummy talking to itself in a vaulted sealed for three thousand years..Some information she'd withheld from him: that the cancer might already have
spread, that he might still die even after his eyes were removed-and that if it hadn't yet spread, it might soon do so..Maria stopped praying with her knuckle rosary and
resorted to a long swallow of wine..EARLY CHRISTMAS EVE, gallery brochure in hand, Junior returned to his apartment, puzzling over mysteries that had nothing to do
with guiding stars and virgin births..An alley opened on Junior's left. He stepped out of the crowd, into this narrow service way shaded by tall buildings, and walked even
more briskly, still not quite running because he continued to believe that he possessed the unshakable calm and self-control of a highly self improved man..He exploded off
Renee with the velocity of high-powered rifle fire. Stunned, disgusted, humiliated, he backed away from the chaise lounge, spluttering, wiping at his mouth,
cursing..Although this was perhaps the happiest evening of Celestina's fife, it wasn't without a note of melancholy. She couldn't avoid thinking about Phimie..After a silent
moment of surprise, Nork or Knacker, or Hisscus, said, "Your sentiment is understandable, Mr. Cain, but it's customary in these matters--".Certain that he was overreacting,
Tom nevertheless left the kitchen as a cop, not a priest, would leave it: staying low, knife thrust in front of him, clearing the doorframe fast..The friendship, the work, and not
least of all the sense of home and belonging that everyone felt within minutes of crossing Agnes's threshold-these things appealed to Celestina and Grace. But they didn't
want Paul to feel that his hospitality was unappreciated..Oregon State Police might find at least one reason to be suspicious of the tragic scenario that he was creating. He
didn't know much about the technology that police might employ at a crime scene, and he knew even less about forensic pathology. He was just doing the best job he
could..No one seemed to realize that predicting the future might not be a suitable entertainment in this house, at this time, considering that Agnes had so recently and
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horribly been blindsided by fate..He pushed on the door, but still it resisted, and he surprised himself by letting out a bellow of frustration that expressed quite the opposite of
self-control, though no one listening could have the slightest doubt about his determination to commit and command..Late Monday afternoon, September 19, Junior
returned wearily to his apartment, from another fruitless investigation of a Bartholomew, this one across the bay in Corte Madera. Exhausted by his unending quest,
depressed by lack of success, he sought refuge in meditation..Occasionally he woke in the night and heard himself murmuring the mantra aloud, which apparently he had
been repeating ceaselessly in his sleep. "Find the father, kill the son." In April, Junior discovered three Bartholomews. Investigating these targets, prepared to commit
homicide, he learned that none had a son named Bartholomew or had ever adopted a child..Junior found the acclaim gratifying, but the widespread use of his photograph
was a high price to pay even for the recognition of his contribution to art. Fortunately, with his bald head and pocked face, he no longer resembled the Enoch Cain for whom
the authorities were searching. And they believed that the bandages on his face, at the church, had been merely an exotic disguise. One psychologist even speculated that
the bandages had been an expression of the guilt and shame he felt on a subconscious level. Yeah, right.."We want the scary one, 'specially if it has spiders, Pixie Lee said
squeakily but defiantly..Celestina smiled distractedly. Since arriving at the hotel an hour ago, she had been openly debating with herself whether to call her parents in
Spruce Hills or to wait until later in the afternoon, when she might be able to report not just that she had a fianc?, and not only that she had a fianc? who'd been shot and
nearly killed, but also that his condition had been upgraded from critical to serious. As she'd explained to Tom, in addition to worrying them with the news about Cain, she'd
be stunning them with the announcement that she was going to marry a white man twice her age. "My folks don't have one ounce of prejudice between them, but they sure
do have firm ideas about what's appropriate and what's not." This would ring the big bell at the top of the White Family Scale of the Inappropriate. Besides, they were
preparing for the funeral of a parishioner, and from personal experience, Celestina knew their day would be full. Nevertheless, at ten minutes past eleven, after picking at
her breakfast, she finally decided to call them..The girl smiled, as stunningly beautiful as he remembered her, but she was no longer fifteen, as she had been when last he'd
seen her. Since her death in childbirth nearly three years ago, she'd matured and grown lovelier than ever..As they dropped toward the surgical floor, the solemn sister said,
"Another hypertensive crisis..Lord, listen to me-but I've really got to know if you can, if you are, how you feel, whether you feel, I mean, whether you think you could
feel--".He had been walking ever since, two and a half years, with brief respites in Bright Beach..When the attorney finally came on the line, he sounded put-upon, as though
Junior were the equivalent of a troublesome toe that he would like to shoot off..Angel didn't want to go, maybe because the boogeyman schemed beneath the bed in some
of her nightmares..There was a valuable lesson to be learned from the encounter with Renee Vivi: Many things in this life are not what they first appear to be. To Junior,
however, the lesson was not worth learning if he had to live with the vivid memory of his humiliation..This graciousness didn't free Paul to speak. Instead, he felt his throat
thicken, trapping his voice more tightly still..Rolling onto her side, fumbling in the dark, Celestina White snared the phone on the third ring. Her hello was also a
yawn..Hound meant well in sending the young man to Samory, but he did not understand the quality of Otter's will. Nor did Otter himself. He was too used to obeying others
to see that in fact he had always followed his own bent, and too young to believe that anything he did could kill him..Perhaps he would not have leaped along this chain of
conclusions if he'd not been an admirer of Caesar Zedd, for Zedd teaches that too often society encourages us to dismiss certain insights as illogical, even when in fact
these insights arise from animal instinct and are the closest thing to unalloyed truth we will ever know..His throat was still so raw from the explosive vomiting, seared by
stomach acid, that he sounded like a character from a puppet show for children on Saturday-morning television, hoarse and squeaky at the same time. If not for the pain, he
would have felt ridiculous, but the hot and jagged scrape of each word through his throat left him unable to.Everyone from the pie caravan had gathered under the oak. The
entire family, in its many names, adults and children, heads tipped back hands shielding their eyes from the late sun, watched Barty's progress in all but complete
silence..Angel, busy with a cookie through most of this, licked crumbs from her lips and asked Paul, "Do you have a puppy?".She was so hot that the ice melted quickly. A
thin trickle slid down her throat, but not enough to take the Sahara out of her voice when she said, "More.".Ford dealership, which he'd closed for business until three
o'clock: lamentations, lunch, and moving reminiscences of the deceased shared among the shiny new Thunderbirds, Galaxies, and Mustangs. That venue would provide
Junior with the witnesses he required for his reluctant, tearful, and perhaps even angry concession to the Hackachaks' insistent materialism..At those cutting-edge galleries
where he attended receptions, no one got in without a printed invitation. And even with the authentic paper in hand, you might still be refused entry if you failed to pass the
cool test. The criteria of cool were the same as at the current hottest dance clubs, and in fact the bouncers controlling the gate at the finest avant-garde galleries were those
who worked the clubs..He knew the titles that he wanted: "Tunnel in the Sky, Between Planets, Starman Jones. "."Ah, evidently you can read my mind. Scarier than heart
reading any day. Maybe there's a thin line between minister's daughter and witch."."For one thing, jurors might conclude that the authorities never really suspected you and
tried to frame you for murder to conceal their culpability in the poor maintenance of the tower. By far, most of the cops think you're innocent anyway.".The boy never
mentioned what he'd done, and his mother ceased worrying about him falling out of bed..The three of them, gathered around her in the quick, held fast to her, as if Death
couldn't take what they refused to release..He wanted, all right, but -intuition warned him that he ought to continue to be discreet for a while longer..Dinner was available in
the lounge. Junior enjoyed a superb filet mignon with a split of fine Cabernet Sauvignon..The second medic wheeled the gurney to the rear of the van, calling for one of the
policemen to accompany him to the hospital. Apparently, he needed help if he was to deliver the baby and also stabilize Apes while en route..The poor girl's blood pressure
soared in spite of the medication. She suffered a violent seizure,
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